
11. Ser y Estar



Module 11: Ser y 
Estar
• 11.1 Explanation of when to 

use Ser vs. Estar
• 11.2 Adjectives that change 

meaning with Ser and Estar
• 11.3 Estar vs. Haber



11.1. Explanation Of When
To Use Ser vs. Estar



11.1 Explanation of when to use Ser vs. Estar

SER ESTAR
To define:
• Who we are
• The Profession
• The ideology
• The time
• Quantity

Location

After the preposition de to express:
• Origin
• Material

Progressive Action 
Estar + Past Participle

• With adjectives to define subjects With adjectives to express changing 
states
Date



11.2. Adjectives That Change 
Meaning with Ser and Estar



Adjectives that change meaning with Ser and Estar
Adjectives that change 
Meaning
Bueno/a Good, good character, 

useful
That is in good health/ It has good 
flavor

Malo/a Bad, nocive That is in bad health/ It has bad flavor

Joven Few years That appears younger than it really is

Viejo/a Many Years That appears older than it really is

Nuevo/a Few time or use Looks new or unused
Listo/a That is very intelligent It is prepared
Atento/ Very educated That pays attention
Orgulloso/a Stuck up, conceited That is happy and prideful 
Abierto/a The opposite of shy The opposite of closed
Rico/a That has a lot of money That tastes good



11.3. Estar vs. Haber



Practiquemos
Use Ser to describe the people on the picture:



Practiquemos
Use Ser and Estar to describe this picture



Practiquemos
Use Ser, Estar and Haber to talk about these kids



Practiquemos
Use ser, estar, haber to describe the man on the tight rope


